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WISA SEKTHEERA: THE MANNI ETHNIC GROUP SETTLEMENTS AND HABITATS.
THESIS ADVISORS: KREANGKRAI KIRDSIRI, Ph.D. 373 pp.

The Manni ethnic group (Sakai) is adapting from a nomadic lifestyle to more permanent
settlements. This study aims to demonstrate physical characteristics including space usage and
factors effecting recent Manni ethnic group settlements and architecture of their habitats,
development in their architectural features, as well as the Manni’s attitude towards their way of lives.
This study focuses on Manni groups in the province of Trang which has a greater number of
population than other places in Thailand.

The study shows that the groups in this case study have turned to semi-permanent and

sedentary settlements, in the pattern of clustered settlement. The sites are located in the jungle near
a stream just like in the past but there must be local communities nearby so both resources from the
jungle and the outside can be obtained.
Semi-permanent and sedentary settlements in the Manni society lead to new space usages. Their
habitats appear in forms of the traditional shelter or “Tub”, huts and mixed style dwellings which are
new types of Manni habitats. Each of them was designed to meet both the context of the
surroundings and the requirements of their owner. Formations of each type of habitats are in relation
to each other, the most basic ones transformed into the more complicated type. Architectural spaces
and functions inside the habitats are also more complicated.

The Manni groups in this case study have positive attitude towards fixed habitats.
Traditional beliefs corresponded to nomadic lifestyle had faded away. These groups are not likely to
fall back to nomadic lifestyle again. While demands for land and building materials are increasing,
the area these people live in was declared as wildlife sanctuary which resulted in limitation of land
use and natural resources extraction. Apart from the architectural issues, this study also reflected the

issue on their rights linked to housing and habitats as well.
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