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47107318: MAJOR : ART HITORY
KEY WORD : STYLE AND RELIGION OF PHRA KRING

THANUT THAMPITUCK : STYLE AND RELIGION OF PHRA KRING IN THAILAND.
MASTER’S REPORT ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. SAKCHAI SAISING, Ph.D., 100 pp. ISBN 974-464-243-2

Phra Kring is the name of Miniature’s Bhaisajyaguru who is a Mahayana Buddha considered the
master of medicine. Inside the image contains small and round metals when shaken happened ringing sound. It is
the name of this image “Phra Kring”

The beginning of the image was first found in Tibet in 13" century. Bhaisajyaguru was a god of
medicine so it was venerated because the praise of the image can keep from epidemics sickness by touch some
part of the body of image, such as stomach-ache must touch at the stomach of image and when eye-hurt must
touch at the eyes of image. But this method made the image damaged. So they create a new image in small size
to replace for used in ceremony by took the image soak in the water for made holy water.

The believe in Bhaisajyaguru was more faith until spread to nearly country. And China receive the
faith of the image too. But the believe that Phra Kring made holy water was not popular in China. Since the
power of Banisajyaguru not only to made human get well but although protect from harm and danger. So
Chinese favors to took Phra Kring with one when travel to anywhere for made market with another country.

When Phra Kring came to Thailand, first time it was believe the received from Cambodia monks
who studied Buddhism in Thailand, them took Phra Kring with one for Protected dangerous when them on the
way between Cambodia to Thailand. Until in the reign of King Rama IV, Phraya Pawares created to made Phra
Kring, so he brought Khmer’s Pra King which called Pra King Prapatum to be a model. But he changed some
point of the image. After Phra Kring Happened in Thailand. It was Popular, So there were many temple tried to
made Phra Kring them self. But the most famous Pra King was built in wat Sutatthepwararam

The results of the study were :

1) The frist time to create Phra Kring in Thailand was in Rattanakosin period about 1882 AD.

2)  The text book that told how to made Pra Kring it didn’t have a real one.

3) The frist Phra Kring that create in Thailand didn’t bring style of Pra Kring Prapatum to be a
model

4) We can separate Phra Kring that create in Thailand in 2 groups. The one is keep the original

style and another one is not keep the original style

Department of Art History Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2004
Student’s SIZNATUTE .......vvvivinieriiiiriieeieieenenannnn
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