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ABSTRACT

This thesis investigates Muslim folklore and child rearing
practices in Ban Kruanua community, Bangkok. The methodology used was
informal interview and participant observation. The results show that
the majority of Muslim myths, parables and beliefs in Ban Kruanua
community are the result of cultural inheritance ; the community has
educated its younger generation in values, attitudes, and ways of
Islamic living. Other folk stories come from cultural diffusion,
especially from Buddhist lore in the form of Aesops tales, proverbs
and sayings, and mottos. The objective is to transfer values, social
norms and ways of living to children so as to help theﬁ better adapt
to their social life and environment. Another finding is that folklore
from Thai Buddhist culture does not conflict with the Islamic codes.

It was found that the majority of Thai Muslims in Ban Kruanua
community have low levels of education and low standard of living. They
also follow Islamic teachings very strictly. These factors lead to
them using folklore, more than using other masé media, iq educating

their children.
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