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53057206: MAJOR: VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE
KEYWORDS: THAPTHIENG SHOPHOUSE / TRANG PROVINCE / DEVERLOPEMENT OF
SHOPHOUSE / VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE
PAT WONGPRADIT: THE STUDY OF SHOPHOUSE DEVERLOPEMENT IN
TRANG PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR: KRIENGKRAI KIRDSIRI, Ph.D. 324 pp.

This study aims to study the development of shophouse which have changed
affecting by socioeconomic factors. Thus, make them a unique vernacular architecture of
Thapthieng Community of Trang Province. Thapthieng Community was established in the
reign of King Rama the 3“ The majority of its population was Hokkien Chinese who migrated
by sea through the Strait of Malacca Penang, then sailed Andaman Sea, and landed at Trang
Province. Agriculture was the main economic activity of the community, and has prospered it
to a township. Until 1913, the establishment and operation of railroad from Thungsong to
Kantang Station had significantly urbanized the area, and finally the city had evolved into the
heart of Trang Province’s economy. This study focuses on field trips surveying Thapthieng
shophouse and research on secondary data such as historical documents, to study the
physical aspects of areas, the blueprint of commercial buildings, and how to utilize each room
by dwellers. Moreover, the study also includes observations and local dweller interviews, in
order to fully understand and analyze the development of Thapthieng shophouse.

The Thapthieng shophouse development could be ordered into 5 phases, which
are (1) original Chinese shophouses (2) 2 nd Chinese shophouses (3) Neo-classic Chinese
shophouses (4) Contemporary Western shophouses (5) Modern Western shophouses. It
started from the settlement of Chinese immigrants as an agricultural community. The houses
and buildings were influenced by Chinese architecture but simplified by local materials. Then
the immigrant adapted into trading activities and public administrations, which made them
wealthier. Thus, the local architecture grew more sophisticated with ornaments and
decorative materials. Later on, as an improvement of overseas transportation boosted
international trading including building materials, the local architecture was opened and
adapted to more western style, Neo-Classic. Then, in the Industrial Revolution era, the local
architecture has changed to become more minimalist and modernized by reducing
unnecessary decorations and using industrial building materials. These illustrate the
development of architecture are highly relate to ways of living, customs and cultures, as well
as, socio and economic factors. Reflecting by the changing of Thapthieng shophouse pattern
to become more modernized, this study would like to propose methods and suggestions on
how to manage the co-existence of historical and modern buildings in the city, and to move
forward to modernization with directions.
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