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ABSTRACT

This study was undertaken in an attempt to investigate the
Social Function of The "Kallmor" ritual which effected the community
and the daily life of the villagers at Ban Samrong Thap.

In order to understand the society and the culture of the
village, the study was concentrated on the faith system concerning
Kallmor ritual. The data on the ritual was collected, employing an
anthropological approach, by participating, observiﬁg and interviewing
both directly and indirectly.

The findings revealed that "Phee Mor", and iternerant ghost
inhabited in the farily ard vas held fast by the villagers, had an
influence to the life of the community and of each individual. The
ritual activity of the past up until the present time is continuously
tracezlle.

Aspects of the role of Fallmor were categorized as follovs:

1) an individual level

2) a community level



At an individual level, it was found that the mental security
of the villagers especially at a critical time and ill condition
depended upon their faith on the ritual.

At a community level, hovwever, the Kallmor ritual influenced in
sickness curing, social control and was an outlet for depressed
persons and conflicts.

On its symbolic aspect, the findings indicated that the
~elements of the ritual were grouped into two categories. The
sacredness of the ritual was only among Phee Mor and the joy and
happiness were participated by all those existing at the ritual site.
The activity was labeled as overexaggerated to be accepted by social
members in their normal time.

Kallmor was to give an opportunity to social members to feel
relaxed from their being stressful. Ih addition to this, material
sysbols invented and a means of communication were considered. Symbols
were divided into two kinds. They were permanant invented materials
and temporary ones. To interpret, the symbolic system is the well-being
of the community consisting of the relationship and the vay of life of
the Kui meaning their occupation on agriculture.

On the sywbols and means of communication in the offerings
sacrificed and music, it revealed that Nang Kawarn drank in the ritual
drinking was the drink of the ghostss who controlled things. XNang
Fawarn is believed to be the symbol of ghosts and the untidy of the
world. Music and the Lao language vere used to indicate that the EKui
people had continuously contacted with each other through times.
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On the aspects of means of communication and acting, it was
divided into actors and audience. The actors were Phee Mor and the
audience were all those participated in the ritual. These two sides
both shared their acting parts. The findings also indicated that
Kallmor vas a kind of plays that both actors and audience participated.

At present, however, as the city culture disperses and has an
influence to the thinking system of the new generation, the Kallmor
ritual continuously plays an important role in the faith system of the
Kui éommunity.

Apparently the ritual is practised in the community indicating

a continuous reflction of the past to the present.
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