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ISARACHAI  BURANAUT : THE STUDY  OF  THE LOCAL  COMMUNITY'S OPINION 
ON THE ADAPTATION OF VERNACULAR AECHITECTURE: A CASE STUDY OF VERNACULAR 
DWELLING HOUSE ALONG THE KWAE-OM CANAL, SAMUT SONGKHRAM PROVINCE. 
THESIS ADVISORS:  KREANGKRAI KIRDSIRI ,Ph.D. AND EMERITUS PROF.ORNSIRI PANIN.  214 pp. 

 

This study aims to study related factors affecting vernacular architecture in 
details. The case study of communities along the Kwae Orm canal, Samut Songkhram 
Province, whose contexts reflected settlement in the old days along with the development 
through times, has been chosen and studied so as to prove the adjustment due to changes 
which has come until the present days. Survey research is the main approach for the study. 
Measurement is done to study forms and characteristics of houses, including space usage 
and improvement to housing. Depth interview, in terms of social and economic aspects of 
each family, is used and usage and types of value caused by attitudes towards vernacular 
architecture are to discover. Then correlation research is done to find out relationship 
between residents and houses, which are the results of factors affecting ways of thinking 
and adaptability in living.  

Vernacular dwelling houses along the Kwae Om Canal in Samutsongkharm 
Province can be divided into four groups: 1) groups of Thai traditional houses; 2) Thai 
traditional houses; 3) wooden houses; and 4) Wooden row houses. There are five ways to 
maintain and repair these types of houses: 1) maintenance; 2) extension; 3) addition of 
more rooms for utilization; 4) addition of more comfort; and 5) protection for outside 
impacts. It is also found that houses in good conditions have always been adapted and 
improved. This also reflects their residents' economic status and time spent in family. In 
addition, different attitudes also affect tendency and possibility in future living. 

People's ways of thinking and attitudes can be reflected through two levels. The 
first level portrays factors affecting changes and necessities in adaptability and needs of 
dwelling in each different family. Changes caused by multi factors cannot be prevented 
and, moreover, the locals cannot control such changes. This leads to living conditions in 
both positive and negative aspects, depending on how they adjust their lifestyles, solve the 
coming problems, and make decision. 
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