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This research aims to investigate: 1) History of the traditional ways of life of the 
Lao Song community in Ban Ko Rad 2) Factors and conditions affecting the adaptation and 
continuity of this community under current changes in the Thai society. Key informants in this 
study included teachers, community leaders, local scholars, monks and villagers. Qualitative 
research methods based on semi-structured in-depth interviews and participation observation 
by the researcher were employed. Content analysis was used with documentary data while 
data classification, inductive analysis, and comparative analysis were used with fieldwork 
data. The findings of this study can be summarized as follows:  

  The Lao Song community of Ban Koh Rad continues to grow economically. The 
majority of villagers have switched from farming to employment in nearby tyre factory and 
other non-agricultural occupations. The villagers now have more educational opportunities 
and more freedom to select their own marriage partner. Socially, the village has changed 
toward the urban ways of life and social relations. Culturally, the Lao Song of Ban Kho Rad 
has assimilated with other cultures and adapted their ways of life and religious practices to 
suit the change of time and modern lifestyles. Factors and conditions responsible for the 
continuity of Lao Song culture and tradition in this community are: child-rearing practice that 
puts an emphasis on close parent-child relationship and family piety in which children are 
ingrained with “a strong sense of gratitude” to their parents. Such beliefs are expressed and 
reinforced through the practice of ancestor worship ceremonies which have continued to the 
present day. Emphasis on community unity and harmony, which results in strong 
family/kinship ties and acquiescence to the authority of community leaders, is also an 
important factor in the continuity of Lao Song culture 
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