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K 42415005 : MAJOR : HISTORY OF SOUTH-EAST ASIA
KEY WORD :TAX COLLECTIONS IN EASTERN LAOS

WERAPONG YODBOONREAUG : THE SYSTEM OF TAX COLLECTIONS IN EASTERN
LAOS, A.D.1824-1890. THESIS ADVISORS : ASST. PROF. PHONPHEN HUNTRAKUL. 158 pp.
ISBN 974-464-395-1.

This thesis aims to study the collection of tax system of the Eastern Laos area during the
time of its confrontation with Siam'’s “Sak Lak” expansion policy, the policy that gave Siam for both
political and economic advantages. The main points are to study on system of Suai collection,
different types of Suai, the imposition procedure of the system, including the study on problems and
their solutions, by comparing the amount of Suai collected for the center. Siam had concluded the
Bowring Treaty with Britain in 1855 and the treaty had impact on tax system collection and the
economy of the Eastern Laos as well.

The method of the study is to process knowledge and analyze its historical development by
separate the study into two main points. The first one is about Suai system collecting during the
Ratanakosin period, the time by which Siam had influenced on Eastern Laos area. This study covers
types of Suai, rate of Suai,Subsistance rate of Suai and Suai as the export items. The second one is
about Bowring Treaty’s impact toward the alter of Suai system collecting and the economic changes.

The study reveals that tax system collecting of the Eastern Laos area is the system started
with_Siam’s effort to control Eastern Laos’s manpower. By start “Sak Lak” which _is the cause of Suai
collection from_the Eastern'llaosSuai;callected can be dividéd-into 3 catergories | (1) the-products
of natural ‘origin, (2) natural products transformed into the added values, and (3) mineral products
with true value weights. Suai products collected are such as bustard cardamom, ivory, bees wax,
Rhino horn, lax, ramie, cotton, white textile, lacquer, fish, silver, and gold. Although, there is a
regulation for the fixed amount of Suai, but in practice Suai that had been collected are truly depends
on the governor When the problem of Suai imposed with less amount arises, there is a regulation for
any kinds of resources to be sent as Suai. However, the Suai arrears of each city still increase. Siam
set many regulations to solve this problem but it still being ineffective. Suai from the Eastern Laos
area had been sent mostly as the export goods to China, by the junk trade of both Siam and China.
Later, when the government ceased the trade with China, types of Suai have changed to be the
animals such as cows and buffalos in order to respond with the expansion of rice farming in the
central area of Siam which is the result of BowringTreatyas well.This also effect to the expansion of
internal and external trade of the Eastern Laos,and it is a reason for the movement of manpower into

the central plain area.

Department of History Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2003
Student's Signature........o..oviii i

Thesis AdVisSor's Signature. ... . ..o
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