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ABSTRACT -

The purpose of this five-chaptered study is to trace the
economic activities and capital accumulation of overseas Chinese in
"British Malaya since thé opening of Singapore as a free port in 1819
to the beégining éf the twentieth century.when the government of
‘British Malaya took steps to control the illicit activities of
Chinese secret societies, restrict the recruithents of Chinese

labourer, and abolish the tax-farming system.

The result of this study shows that towérds the close of the
nineteenth century the Chinese in Malaya were for more successful in
capital accumulation than other racial groups because they had had
control over the most impértant means of production, that is, the
Chinese "Coolies"or labourers. Besides, the Chinese enterpreneurs
could maintain their superior economic status by~ (1) expléiting
the complex socio-economic relationship within the Chinese community
itself, and (2) exerting their influence through the ‘secret societies
and the exiting tax-farming system. Despite the governments

restrictive measures taken to reduce the ability of the Chinese to
‘manouvre economi¢ally the Chinese were little affected and their

capital accumulation continued to grow stedily.



