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The purposes of this experimental research with One Group Pretest-Posttest Design 
were: 1 to study the development of emotional intelligence taught by Problem-Based Learning 
Technique of the third grade  students ; 2 to compare critical reading skills before and after 
being taught by Problem Based Learning Technique; and  3 to study students’ satisfaction 
towards the instruction with Problem Based Learning Technique. Research sample consisted 
of 36 third grade students of The Demonstration School of Silpakorn University (Elementary 
and Early Childhood) in the academic year of 2011. Research instruments used for gathering 
data were: instructional plans for Thai language course concerning critical reading skill, critical 
reading skill test, emotional intelligence assessment form, and satisfaction interview form. 
Data were analyzed for percentage (%), mean ( , standard deviation (S.D.), t – test 
dependent and content analysis.  

Research results of this study were: 1 Emotional intelligence development of the third 
grade students after being taught by Problem Based Learning Technique; positive behavior 
developed from the moderate level to the highest level. Negative behaviors decreased from 
the moderate level to the lowest level. 2 Critical reading skills of the students before and after 
being taught by Problem-Based Learning Technique were different statistically significant at 
the .05 level. Critical reading skill of the students after being taught was higher than that of 
before; 3 Students’ satisfaction towards instruction was highly positive in the categories of 
instruction, benefits entailed, and classroom environment. 
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