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ABSTRACT

The aim of this thesis is to study the Thai commercial
shipping in the period after Bowring' Treatw, during 1855 -~ 1925 A.D.
in order to understand; - its nature and its effect on the Thai
forelgn commerce and Thai economy and to analyse the reason$for
its fallure. The research is also aimed to study the former
maritime trade history so that it will lead to the understand.:.,

of the general conditions existed at that timee.

The researcher discovered that there was a big change in

the Thai commercial shipping after the opening up of liberlized
trade and the cessation of the state maritime trade, Thal commercial
fleet grgdually decreased in importance and volume, and finally
stagnated when it was confronted with competition from western
shipping companies seriously expanded their operations to Thailand.
The West operated the more effieient steamships rather than the
traditional 6l1d sailing ships and square rigged vessels used by

Thal shipowners. This was the major reason of declining bugfsiness,



After World war I! There was an attempt to redevelop~
the Thal commercial shipping by establishing the Siamese Shipping
Company (1918 - 1925) that was largely due to the utilization of
the selzed German ships, but the successful operation fo the
Company was brief and short - lived when the West resumed its
operatioh. The company was eventually closed down because of
great losses mainly due to unfittéd cargo vessels, lack of commercial
shipping knowledge and management, and increases competition from

western shipping recovered after the war,

The Thal commercial shipping bussiness could not benefit
from its international trade.' Accordingly 1t received no profit,
it lacked both knowledgeable people in the field and the government
supports. It then remained in an unsatisfactory condition which
left the country to depend solely on the foreign shipping since
thens In spite of the fact that the Government had tried to set
it up again in 1940 A.D., the old problems sfill remain unsolved,
apparently up to the present time. Its 1s suggested that the

Government should raise it up again and thoroughly find the solution

for the future,



