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The purposes of this research were to compare the improvement in spelling competency
among two groups of Matthayomsuksa 3 students and to study their opinions towards using classroom
activities based on knowledge of Thai folklore. The samples consisted of two randomly selected groups of
80 students from Matthayomsuksa 3 Sarasit Phithayalai School; the second semeter of the acadimic year
2004 , Banpong Ratchaburi. The first experimental group of 40 students was taught by using classroom
activities based on knowledge of Thai folklore. The second group of 40 students was taught by teacher’s
manuals.

The instruments used for gathering data were : 1) the spelling lesson plan, 2) the
Achievement | test’ on/ word 'spelling 'and'3) = the questionnaire 'on opinions towards | teaching by  using
classroom activities ‘based ' on-knowledge of Thai folklore.

The t—test was used to analyze the data and to assess the Matthayomsuksa 3 students’
spelling skills. A mean and standard deviation questionnaire was used to evaluate the students’ opinions
towards the teaching method of using classroom activities based on knowledge of folklore.

The results of the study were :

1) The achievement of students who were taught by using folklore activities were
significantly higher than that of students who were tought by teacher’s manuals at the 0.05 level.

2) The retention of spelling skills of the experimental group and of the control group
were not significantly different.

3) The students’ opinions towards teaching by using classroom activities based on

knowledge of folklore were highly positive.

Department of Curriculum and Instruction Graduate School,Silpakorn University =~ Academic Year 2004
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