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This research aimed to study the tourism environment, its impacts and obstacles
to tourism development in Amphoe Mueang, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province in order to
purpose a guideline for sustainable tourism development. Mixed research method was
applied and purposive selection was used to recruit 10 informants from tourism stakeholders
in the area. And 400 of Thai tourist by intensity sampling was applied for the questionnaire.
SWOT Analysis and TOWS Matrix were used as tools to develop guidelines for sustainable
tourism development.

The result showed that the strengths of Amphoe Mueng Prachuap Khiri Khan are
high potential of tourism resources, low cost of living, the provision of and amenities and
accommodation. The weaknesses include accessibility and transportation, marketing plan
and public relations of the area. The opportunities include opened Dan Singkhon crossing
border for Myanmar and Thai trading. The treat was tourism stakeholders’ lack of
understanding in sustainable development.

The guidelines of sustainable tourism development emerging from TOWS Matrix
included the implementation of SO strategies such as a plan to create an outstanding identity
to the destination, preparing for the increasing tourists number from the opening of Dan
Sinkhon, and developing networks between organizations at the provincial level. ST
strategies were to improve government networks in the area and provided knowledge
management in sustainable tourism development to stakeholders.
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