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     The  purposes  of  this experimental research were to : 1) develop the lesson 
plans of the inquiry – based learning approach met the efficient criterion of 80/80 2) compare 
of seventh grade students’ analytical thinking skills before and after being taught by the 
inquiry – based learning approach. 3) study enduring understanding of seventh grade 
students 4) study the students’ opinions toward the inquiry-based learning approach. 
     The sample consisted of 30 seventh grade students of Nongphowittaya School, 
Photharam, Ratchaburi. The instruments employed to collect data include : lesson plans, an 
analytical thinking skills test, an enduring understanding assessment form and a 
questionnaire. The collected data were analyzed by percentage, mean, standard deviation, 
dependent t-test and content analysis. 
 Results of the research were as follows : 
      1. The lesson plans of the inquiry – based learning approach met the efficient 
criterion of 85.90/85.00 
      2. The seventh grade students’ analytical thinking skills before and after being 
taught by the inquiry – based learning approach was found statistically significant different at 
level of .05 whereas the score representing the analytical thinking skills of seventh grade 
students after the implementation of the approach found higher than before the 
implementation. 
      3. The enduring understanding of seventh grade students after being taught by the 
inquiry – based learning approach were at a high level. The level of the enduring 
understanding from the highest to the lowest level were explanation, interpretation, 
application, having self-knowledge, having various view points and empathy. 
 4. For all aspect, the students’ opinions toward the inquiry-based on learning 
approach were at the high level of agreement. The students’ opinions on the learning 
activities aspect, questions of teacher helped students to think critically and logically. On the
learning environment aspect, the environment of learning were enjoyable.  And on the 
benefits of learning, students discovered knowledge by themselves. 
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