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55601309: MAJOR: PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MANAGEMENT
KEY WORD: SOCIAL CAPITAL/ ECOTOURIS/PARTICIPATION

CHONLADA BOONYOU : SOCIAL CAPITAL AND ECO-TOURISM MANAGEMENT: A CASE
STUDY OF KOH PHITAK, BANG NAM CHUET SUB-DISTRICT, LANG SUAN DISTRICT, CHUMPHON

PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST .PROF .PITAK SIRIWONG, Ph.D. 80 pp.

This study is a qualitative research with an objective to study the social capital of Baan Koh Pitak
Community in order to explore the roles of social capital in ecotourism management with the participation of
Baan Koh Pitak Community, Bang Nam Jud Sub-district, Lang Suan District, Chumphon Province, approach in
which data collection was done by means of in-depth interview with 15 key-informants.

The result of the research demonstrates that the social capital of Baan Koh Pitak Community
consists of: 1) Human capital which is the official leader, i.e., the community’s headman. The headman is a
person who is equipped with leadership, versatility and public mind. He is the major driving force of Baan Koh
Pitak Community. 2) Organizational capital which comprises organizational groups that are important for the
community, including seafood processing group, home stay group, conservation group and local fishing group.
These organizational groups are established by the local people to create income for the community. 3) Cultural
capital which comprises occupational wisdom, i.e., the making of squid catcher, knowledge of food
preservation, i.e., the making of salted fish under the sand as well as significant traditions, i.e., Suad Had
tradition which is a local tradition of Koh Pitak dwellers with an objective to pay respect to Phor Khun Talae
and Mae Nang Choeng Kra and also another outstanding tradition called the Wing Waek Talae tradition. The
value and belief of Baang Koh Pitak Community is Phor Ta Koh Pitak as people on Koh Pitak believe in holy
spirits. 4) Natural resource capital which comprises marine resources, coral, giant clam and sea animals. The 4
aspects of social capital are related to each other and are important for Baan Koh Pitak Community as they
support one another in the development and the generation of income for Baan Koh Pitak Community. The
ecotourism management of Baan Koh Pitak Community relies on the participation of everyone in the
community as follow: 1) All members of the community take part in the planning of ecotourism. On the 29" of
each month, the village meeting will be held. 2) Everyone in the community cooperates to organize activities
and follows the plans. 3) Local people in the community share mutual benefits from ecotourism activities. 4)
After each activity is over, there will be the following-up and assessment. There must be an income-expense

record of every activity and also a meeting to gather suggestions and specify the problems of each activity.

Program of Public and Private Management Graduate School, Silpakorn University
Student's SIZNALUTE ......c.eeveeveereeneirieeeneeeeenine Academic Year 2013

Thesis Advisor's SIZNAtUre ...........cccevcevereereeininiene
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