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Herbert P. Phillips, (Excerpt from: The Exhibition Catalogue The Integrative Art of 

Modem Thailand, The Regents of the University of California 1992, pp.105, 120, 121) 

Plate 38 

Night and Day, 1991 

Watercolor on paper, 29.5" x 41.4" 

Many Thai artists are preoccupied with transitions---between life and death, heaven and 

earth, past and present, and here, between night and day. The artist painted this work in the early 

morning at the seashore. She was transfixed by the simultaneity of the sun rising and the moon 

shining, and the problem of how to mark the connections and distinctions between the two diurnal 

states. The muted colors of the work are a result of the pale reflections of the sandy beach, the dim 

light of the new day, and the receding light of the moon. The work draws on the Chinese calligraphic 

tradition in Kanya's family background. 

Plate 50 

Statement, January 1986, No.2, 1986
 

Lithograph, 28" x 20"
 

Influenced by Chinese calligraphy, Kanya worked for years primarily in black and white. 

Unlike most of her Thai compatriots, she used her work to express and reflect her immediate 

emotional state. Here she focuses on her own anger and the need to limit it. On the lower corner of 

the lithographic stone has etched "What have I said?" It is printed here in mirror image. 

Plate 51 

Interplay, 1989,
 

Ink on paper, 36" x 72"
 

Much of Kanya's work focuses on the tension of conflicting forces---between emotions and 

ideas, the self and others, night and day, or freedom and constraint. This painting is a summary 

expression of the nature of such opposition. Although never trained in Chinese calligraphy, Kanya 

has used traditional Chinese brushes and ink since she was introduced to artistic practice. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Plate 38 

mn-:l1'lJ - n~l-:1Fl'lJ 2534 

~t11 29.5" x 41.4" 

R~tJ'lJ1'VltJVl~ltJFl'lJ~~Nn1~mjntJ b~€){Iil~'lJ€l-:lmdb~mJ\9l€l - d~W;h-:lFld1~ dj'lJntJFld1~mtJ uau 
~ 

6'l1ddFlntJb~n~'lJ'l3-tJ €l~(9lntJiJ~~1J'lJ, bb~~1'lJmru~ n~l-:11'lJntJn~l-:1Fl'lJ b[;1tJ~1R~tJ'lJ b€l-:l1~\~tJ'lJtn'rli:iL'lJ'li1-:1. 
b'li111l1~'jj1tJ'Vl~b~ rnu1lJl~'lJ\9l6'l~n[;1'lJ€l-:ltn'rl'rld~€ll'Yil1ltJrh«-:I 16'l6'l11-:1b~ ~~'lJ1'lJ'lJru~~m~-;l'lJ'Vl1~-:I b[;1tJ bfi€l 

~ 

'rltJ1tJ1~ b~€l~Fld1~6l~~'lJth~Vl11-:1Fl11~ bbl1ln\9l1-:1'lJ€N 6'l€l-:ltn1~~1Jd1nll~'lJ 1u bd~l b~tJdn'lJ ms1'li~~l-:1"l bbtJtJ~'lJ"l 

bU'lJ~~~tJb{j€l-:l~l~lnbb6'l-:l6'l~'I1€l'lJ€l€l'lJ"l~1Jd1nlltJ'lJVl1[;1m1tJ€ltJ1-:1":h1dtJ1~ b~~1'lJ1Vl~ bb~~bb6'l-:l-;l'lJ'Vl1rh«-:I~~«tJ11J 

bU'lJ ~ ~-:l1'lJ~1lJl ud-:l1J'lJ [;11 ~1~~1~1 ntn'rl b~ tru lJl1tJ~n'lJ~'lJlfJ-:I bU'lJ [i'Vlfl'rl ~lJl1'lJ~'lJ b'rl'Vl1-:1Fld€ltJFl11'lJ €l-:l~1 bfi€lb€l-:l 

Plate 50 

tl€ltJFh, ~m1Fl~ 2529. Vl~lm~'lJ 2. 2529 

tnrfVl~vi~'lJ 28" x 20" 

mtJ€l'Vlfi'rl ~'lJ€l-:ltn'rl b~tJ'lJlJl1tJ'l;jn'lJ~'lJ nQjQj11lJl6'l11-:16'lddFl~ ~-:l1'lJ~ bU'lJtn'rl'lJ11 -~1€l€ln~11'lJtjFllJl'lJ"l 

bb~~~\9l1-:1 11J~ln-:l1'lJ'lJ€l-:lFl'lJ~'lJ"l nFl€lbfi€l1lJl1'li-:l1'lJ'lJ€l-:l bfi€lbU'lJ~€l1'lJmd bb 6'l [;1-:1 €l€l n bb~~6'l~'I1€l'lJmd~clI1l1~Fld1~ 

1~n1'lJ'lJru~,r'lJ bfi€l~~ btJ'lJ11Jv1md1lJld~tJ1tJ'rl1€l~ntJmdFldtJFl~6'l~md~cl'li'lJ bFl€l-:l1'lJ-t1'lJru~ ~1'lJm-:l~~~1-:1 
'U 'I"'I 

'lJ€l-:ltn'rl bfi€l1lJlb~tJ'lJFh11 "What have I said?" - d"!JfJ{;:i1"JeJ~heJeJfJI1J lfJ-:lf:ln'Vl~'rl1~n«tJVltJ1bU'lJVl«-:I 
~ 

Plate 51 

Interplay 1989 

VlnntJ'lJm~[;11'l3- 36" x 72" 

-:l1'lJ~1'lJ 1Vlqj'lJ€l-:lnQjty1~~ btJ'lJ11Jv1Fl11~~-:I bFl1tJ[;1 bb~~'rl «-:1'5[;1 bb~-:I - d~Vl11-:1md~clntJFld1~~[;1 n~l-:11'lJ 

ntJn~l-:1Fl'lJ (9l'lJ b€l-:lntJFl'lJ~'lJ Vl1mb~m~vt-:l[i 6'ldtn'rlntJnlln~m tn'rl~ bb6'l[;1-:11~ b~'lJii-:l1Jd~ b~'lJ~ b~tJ1ntJ~-:I.yj€l~ 

I1ld-:l'1J1~n'lJFl'lJ~~.ff1~-:ln ~TJ lfJ-:lii-:l bb~11 bfi€l1~ bFltJ1lJlb1tJ'lJ bf'1tJ1ntJmd b~tJ'lJtn'rl~1tJrJn'lJ~'lJ€ltJ1-:1bU'lJ b~€l-:l 
~ 

bU'lJd11 bb\9l bfi€ln1lJl-;ltJ b€l1Vlnnbb~~rJn'lJ~'lJ bbtJtJ1Jd~ b'rlru~-:I b~~~11'li1'lJmd6'l11-:1 6'lddFl,r-:l bb\9l 6'l~tJ~ bfi€lb~~rhJ b'1J1~ 
~ ~ 

1-:1n1d1'jj1~'rl'Vl1-:1R~1J~ 
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