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Herbert P. Phillips, (Excerpt from : The Exhibition Catalogue The Integrative Art of
Modern Thailand, The Regents of the University of California 1992, pp.105, 120, 121)

Plate 38
Night and Day, 1991
Watercolor on paper, 29.5" x 41.4"

Many Thai artists are preoccupied with transitions---between life and death, heaven and
earth, past and present, and here, between night and day. The artist painted this work in the early
morning at the seashore. She was transfixed by the simultaneity of the sun rising and the moon
shining, and the problem of how to mark the connections and distinctions between the two diurnal
states. The muted colors of the work are a result of the pale reflections of the sandy beach, the dim
light of the new day, and the receding light of the moon. The work draws on the Chinese calligraphic

tradition in Kanya’s family-background.

Plate 50
Statement, January 1986, No.2, 1986
Lithograph, 28" x 20"

Influenced by Chinese calligraphy, Kanya worked for years primarily in black and white.
Unlike most of her Thai compatriots, she used her work to express and reflect her immediate
emotional state. Here she focuses on her own anger and the need to limit it. On the lower corner of

the lithographic stone has etched “What have I said?” It is printed here in mirror image.

Plate b1
Interplay, 1989 .
Ink on paper, 36" x 72"

Much of Kanya’s work focuses on the tension of conflicting forces---between emotions and
ideas, the self and others, night and day, or freedom and constraint. This painting is a summary
expression of the nature of such opposition. Although never trained in Chinese calligraphy, Kanya

has used traditional Chinese brushes and ink since she was introduced to artistic practice.
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Interplay 1989
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