


Published by the Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge 
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 lRP 
40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211, USA 
10 Stamford Road, Oakleigh, Victoria 3166, Australia 

© Cambridge University Press 1986 

First published 1986 
Reprinted 1988, 1990, 1992 

Translations from the Greek tragedians are taken from the series 
edited by D. Grene and R. Lattimore and published by the University 
of Chicago Press, and, with the exception of Medea, are reproduced 
by the permission of the University of Chicago Press. Medea is 
reproduced by permission of The Bodley Head Ltd. The plays in 
question are: Aeschylus, Agamemnon and Choephoroi translated by R. 
Lattimore© 1953 by the University of Chicago. Euripides, Bacchae 
translated by W. Arrowsmith© 1958 by the University of Chicago; 
Electra translated by E. T. Vermeule © 1958 by the University of 
Chicago: Hippolytos translated by D. Grene © 1942 by the University 
of Chicago: Medea translated by Rex Warner© 1944; Troades 
translated by R. Lattimore© 1958 by the University of Chicago. 
Sophocles, Ajax translated by J. Moore© 1957 by the University of 
Chicago; Antigone translated by E. Wyckoff© 1954 by the University 
of Chicago; Oedipus Tyrannos translated by D. Grene © 1942 by the 
University of Chicago. 

Printed in Great Britain at the Athenaeum Press Ltd, 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

Bn.tish Library cataloguing in publication data 

Goldhill, Simon 
Reading Greek tragedy. 
I. Greek drama (Tragedy)- History and criticism 
I. Title 
882'.01'09 PA3131 

Library of Congress cataloguing in publication data 

Goldhill, Simon 
Reading Greek tragedy. 
Bibliography: p. 
Includes index. 
I. Greek drama (Tragedy)- History and criticism. 
I . Title 

PA 
~1 S.1 
G&5 
1qgb 

PA313l.G54 1986 882'01 85-19004 

ISBN 0 521 30583 7 hardback 
ISBN 0 521 31579 4 paperback 

CE 

C.1 



CONTENTS 

Preface tx 

I The drama of logos I 

2 The language of appropriation 33 
3 The city of words 57 
4 Relations and relationships 79 
5 Sexuality and difference 107 
6 Text and tradition 138 
7 Mind and madness 168 
8 Blindness and insight 199 
9 Sophistry, philosophy, rhetoric 222 

IO Genre and transgression 244 
I I Performance and performability 265 

Bibliography 287 
Index 298 



CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS II II 

I 9 780521 315791 


