
disturbing 

conventions 

DE CENTERING 

THAI LITERARY 

CULTURES 

EDITED BY 

RACHEL V. HARRISON 

FOREWORD BY 

THONGCHAI WINICHAKUL 



Published by Rowman & Littlefield International, Ltd. 
16 Carlisle Street, London, WID 3BT 
www.rowmanintemational.com 

Rowman & Littlefield International, Ltd. is an affiliate ofRowman & Littlefield 
4501 Forbes Boulevard, Suite 200, Lanham, Maryland 20706, USA 
With additional offices in Boulder, New York, Toronto (Canada), and Plymouth (UK) 
www.rowman.com 

Copyright © 2014 by Rachel V. Harrison and contributors 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any 
electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, 
without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote 
passages in a review. 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information Available 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

ISBN: HB 978-1-78348-013-5 
ISBN: PB 978-1-78348-014-2 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
Disturbing conventions : decentering Thai literary cultures I edited by Rachel V. Harrison. 
pages em 
Includes bibliographical references and index. 
Summary: "An interdisciplinary collection that seeks to explore Thai literature in the wider context of 
the global perspectives, themes and debates within the study of world literature"- Provided by 
publisher. 
ISBN 978-1-78348-0 I3-5 (cloth : alk. paper) - ISBN 978-1-78348-014-2 (pbk. : alk. paper) ­
ISBN 978-1-78348-0 I 5-9 (electronic) 
I. Thai literature-History and criticism. I. Harrison, Rachel V. , editor of compilation. II. Thana pol 
Limapichart. Making of the Thai canon. Contains (work): 
PL4200.D57 2014 
89 5. 9' I 09-<lc23 
2013046687 

§r\4 The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American 
National Standard for Information Sciences Permanence of Paper for Printed Library 
Materials, ANSIINISO 239.48-1992. 

Printed in the United States of America 



Contents 

Note on Transliteration and Referencing x1 

Foreword: Decentering Thai Studies xiii 
Thongchai Winichakul 

Acknowledgements xxi 

Introduction: Theoretical F(r)ictions: Cultures of Criticism, 
Modes of Colonialism and Thai Literary Studies 1 
Rachel V. Harrison 

Part I: Implication, Influence and the Colonial West 35 

1 The Royal Society of Literature, or, the Birth of Modem 
Cultural Authority in Thailand 37 
Thanapol Limapichart 

2 Through the Literary Lens: Vajiravudh's Writings and 
Siam's Negotiations with the Imperial West 
Thosaeng Chaochuti 

3 Mummies, Sex and Sand: Bangkok Gothic and the 
Adventure Fiction of "Victorian" Siam 
Rachel V. Harrison 

Part II: Conceptualising Thai Modernity through Its Others: 

63 

79 

The Rural-Urban Divide 101 

4 Luk Isan (A Child of the Northeast): Techniques of 
Composition and Issues of Ethnic Culture 105 
Nopphorn Prachakul 

5 Orientalisation from Within and Consuming the Modem 
World: Rural-Urban Contact in Thai Popular Literature of 
the 1970s 111 
Janit Feangfu 

Part III: Individuality, Noncomformity and Sexuality: Reading 
Against the Grain 137 

6 Chat Kobjitti's The Verdict and Somsong's Appeal 147 
Chusak Pattarakulvanit 

lX 



CULTURAL STUDIES 

"Located at the crossroads of postcolonial studies, literary theory and world literature, Disturbing 

Conventions opens a fascinating field of contemporary literary production and theoretical reflec­

tion. This wide-ranging collection should be read by anyone interested in thinking freshly about 
the uses and transformations of global theory in a complex and contested local environment". 

- DAVID DAMROSCH, Ernest Bernbaum Professor of Literature, Harvard University 

"Disturbing Conventions challenges head-on the conservative nationalist ideology that has domi­
nated Thai literary studies, assembling for the first time in one volume many of the leading figures 
bringing critical theoretical perspectives to Thai cult:u'ral studies and comparative literature .... In 

throwing down the gauntlet to postcolonial studies to incorporate semi-colonial societies into a 
genuinely global critique of imperialism, this book places modern Thai literature centre stage in 
debates on the direction of twenty-first-century critical theory". 

- PETER A. JACKSON, Professor ofThai Cultural Studies, Australian National University 

"Through an extraordinarily lively critical conversation and path-breaking analytical work , Dis­

turbing Conventions pokes at taboos in Thai literary culture , unearths alternative genealogies 
and suggests new methodologies and avenues of enquiry. A must-read for anyone interested in 
critical Asian studies , Disturbing Conventions offers exciting possibilities for comparative work 
in cultural studies". -FRANCESCA ORSINI, 

Professor of Hindi and South Asian Literature, SOAS University of London 

Disturbing Conventions draws the study of Thai literature out of the relative isolation that has to 

date impeded its participation in the wider field of comparative and world literature. Predomi­
nantly penned by Thai academics, this collection decentres Thai literary studies in order to move 
beyond the traditionalist, conservative concerns of the academy, which have, until relatively 
recently, foreclosed the use of "Western" theory in the study ofThai literature. This book introduces 
new frames of analysis to the study ofThai literature to bring it into dialogue with debates in wider 
fields and the world beyond its national borders. As a result, Disturbing Conventions offers an 
essential contribution to the comparative study of world literature and Asian cultural studies. 
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